Gayle Jackson Blog --  "The Importance of Learning to Hear Biblically" -- 6/18/18

Definition: (Greek - akouo)-A primary verb; to hear - be noised, be reported, understand.

English dictionary defines to hear is to listen to; give or pay attention to: Moving to understand.

From John Hartshorn: "The NT seems to make even more clear that 'understanding' is a gift of God, and like love, manifested through obedience."
GMJ says: "We must obey the command/writing to 'hear' it."
In Luke 24:45: "Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures..."
Points and rules for hearing/listening to a speaker, and reading anything [especially from] the Word:
1.    Respect the speaker.

2.    Listen critically, discerning and through a biblical filter.
3.    Know your subject or be learning the subject matter.

4.    Look up the words that were used you didn't understand.
5.    Take some sort of notes. After the talk or conversation, write down all salient points and check the
       completeness of your list.

6.    Turn all sound devices off.

7.    Focus intently at the speaker.

8.    Mentally (not necessarily verbally) challenge your self-assertions, ideas, and philosophies.  Seek the
       truth/communication with an open mind.

I asked 5 good men their thoughts on the principles of listening, here is an edited comment by them:
"If I am listening to an individual who is talking in a group, I am listening for the content and purpose in their comments."
"If I am listening one on one to someone who is sharing a concern or seeking counsel, I am trying to 'listen' with both my ears and my eyes."
"If I am listening to a teaching from the Word, I try to remember [that if]what I am hearing seems counter to my view, that the oft used guideline of Acts 17:11 'And these were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Word with all readiness of mind and searched the Scriptures daily to see if those things were so' has an important order."
"Said another way, listening properly is a good indicator of a teachable spirit and readiness of mind. The command to hear is noted over 150 times in the new testament, but as for myself, I at the start of my walk with Jesus was a poor listener to Him and others."
"Jesus said, 'He who has ears to hear, let him hear.'  Apparently not everyone has 'ears to hear' and some don't hear. Do we have 'hearing ears'?"
Application:

1.    When you read the Word, study the Word or discuss the Word, mentally/spiritually prepare to hear from God.

2.    Commit yourself to focus on being a better listener to the Word and your spouse.

3.    Teach your children to listen and look you in your eyes when you speak to them.

4.    Start hearing, recording and looking up words you don't know.

5.    Find men who speak and exhort with the Word, and stay around them.

