THE EXODUS

1) INTRODUCTION

a) THE EXODUS IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENTS IN JEWISH HISTORY AND IN CHRISTIAN HISTORY.

b) A BEDROCK EVENT FOR JUDAISM AND CHRISTIANITY

i) A DEFINING MOMENT FOR JEWS AND CHRISTIANS




2) THE EXODUS IS A DRAMATIZATION OF THE GOSPEL

a) MOSES IS A TYPE OF CHRIST

b) THE GOSPEL IS POWERFULLY DISPLAYED THROUGHOUT EXODUS

i) PLAYED OUT IN REAL LIFE IN REAL TIME WITH REAL PEOPLE

ii) THIS IS NOT VIRTUAL REALITY; IT IS TRUE REALITY.

3) I NEED READERS FOR THE FOLLOWING PASSAGES:

a) GENESIS 17: 1-21

b) NUMBERS 14: 1-4 AND 36-38   

c) EXODUS 12: 1-51

d) NUMBERS 21: 5-9

e) EXODUS 17:1-7 

f) EXODUS 13: 21-22   




4) THE BACK STORY:  **GENESIS 15: 1-21

a) [12-14]:  ““KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT YOUR OFFSPRING WILL BE SOJOURNERS IN A LAND THAT IS NOT THEIRS AND WILL BE SERVANTS THERE, AND THEY WILL BE AFFLICTED FOR FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. 14 BUT I WILL BRING JUDGMENT ON THE NATION THAT THEY SERVE, AND AFTERWARD THEY SHALL COME OUT WITH GREAT POSSESSIONS….”

b) SYMBOLISM OF  “A SMOKING FIRE POT AND A FLAMING TORCH PASSED BETWEEN THESE PIECES.”

c) JOSEPH’S 2 DREAMS

i) EXODUS 37: 7-8    “BEHOLD, WE WERE BINDING SHEAVES IN THE FIELD, AND BEHOLD, MY SHEAF AROSE AND STOOD UPRIGHT. AND BEHOLD, YOUR SHEAVES GATHERED AROUND IT AND BOWED DOWN TO MY SHEAF.” 8 HIS BROTHERS SAID TO HIM, “ARE YOU INDEED TO REIGN OVER US? OR ARE YOU INDEED TO RULE OVER US?” SO THEY HATED HIM EVEN MORE FOR HIS DREAMS AND FOR HIS WORDS.”

ii) EXODUS 37:9-11   “ THEN HE DREAMED ANOTHER DREAM AND TOLD IT TO HIS BROTHERS AND SAID, “BEHOLD, I HAVE DREAMED ANOTHER DREAM. BEHOLD, THE SUN, THE MOON, AND ELEVEN STARS WERE BOWING DOWN TO ME.” 10 BUT WHEN HE TOLD IT TO HIS FATHER AND TO HIS BROTHERS, HIS FATHER REBUKED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, “WHAT IS THIS DREAM THAT YOU HAVE DREAMED? SHALL I AND YOUR MOTHER AND YOUR BROTHERS INDEED COME TO BOW OURSELVES TO THE GROUND BEFORE YOU?” 11 AND HIS BROTHERS WERE JEALOUS OF HIM, BUT HIS FATHER KEPT THE SAYING IN MIND.”

d) JOSEPH’S DIVINE DEGRADATION: SOLD INTO SLAVERY

i) MOTIF:  “AND GOD WAS WITH HIM”

ii) [bookmark: _GoBack]SLAVE FOR POTIPHAR

iii) PROMOTION IN POTIPHAR’S HOUSE

iv) POTIPHAR’S WIFE

v) IMPRISONMENT

e) JOSEPH’S TRANSITION 

i) INTERPRETS CHIEF CUPBEARER’S DREAM  CH. 40

ii) INTERPRETS CHIEF BAKER’S DREAM   CH. 40

iii) INTERPRETS PHAROAH’S 2 DREAMS   CH. 41

f) JOSEPH’S DIVINE PROMOTION:  MADE 2ND IN COMMAND

g) JACOB/ISRAEL ALLOWED TO LIVE IN EGYPT IN THE CHOICE LAND OF GOSHEN

i) THEY ENTERED IN GREAT HONOR UNDER THE AUTHORITY AND PROTECTION OF PHARAOH

h) JACOB DIES.  JOSEPH DIES. AND AFTER MANY YEARS JOSEPH’S GREATNESS AND HIS SALVATION OF EGYPT WERE FORGOTTEN:

i) EXODUS 1:8-11   “NOW THERE AROSE A NEW KING OVER EGYPT, WHO DID NOT KNOW JOSEPH. 9 AND HE SAID TO HIS PEOPLE, “BEHOLD, THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL ARE TOO MANY AND TOO MIGHTY FOR US. 10 COME, LET US DEAL SHREWDLY WITH THEM, LEST THEY MULTIPLY, AND, IF WAR BREAKS OUT, THEY JOIN OUR ENEMIES AND FIGHT AGAINST US AND ESCAPE FROM THE LAND.” 11 THEREFORE THEY SET TASKMASTERS OVER THEM TO AFFLICT THEM WITH HEAVY BURDENS.”

ii) THE JEWS SPENT MANY YEARS IN EGYT BEFORE THE ENSLAVEMENT BEGAN




5) FROM EGYPT TO THE PROMISE LAND

a) THE HEBREWS ENTER EGYPT OVER 400 YEARS EARLIER AS HONORED GUESTS OF PHARAOH AS A REWARD AND TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH

i) JACOB’S FAMILY WAS 70 PERSONS STRONG

ii) A CLOSE BUY DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY

b) THE HEBREWS LEAVE EGYPT  AS A NATION”

i) EX. 12: 37-38  “AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL JOURNEYED FROM RAMESES TO SUCCOTH, ABOUT SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN ON FOOT, BESIDES WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 38 A MIXED MULTITUDE ALSO WENT UP WITH THEM, AND VERY MUCH LIVESTOCK, BOTH FLOCKS AND HERDS.”

c) THE ROUTE:  NOT THE OBVIOUS ROUTE ALONG THE COAST AND NORTHWARD BUT EAST INTO THE DESSERT

i) THAT DESSERT HAD ALMOST ALWAYS PROTECTED EGYPT FROM MARAUDING ARMIES FROM THE EAST.

ii) MOSES’ HEART MUST HAVE DROPPED

d) SHORTLY ARRIVE AT THE BORDER OF THE PROMISE LAND:  ABOUT 11-15 DAYS

i) ABOUT 15 STOPS

e) GRUMBLING AGAINST GOD THROUGHOUT THE TRIP

f) THE LAST STRAW:  12 SPIES SENT OUT TO INVESTIGATE THE PROMISE LAND IN ORDER FOR THE HEBREWS TO SEE HOW RICHLY GOD HAD KEPT HIS PROMISE TO ABRAHAM

i) 1 LEADER FROM EACH OF THE 12 TRIBES

g) 10 SPIES BRING BACK A FALSE REPORT.   ONLY JOSHUA AND CALEB ARE EXCITED.

h) THE PEOPLE REBEL AGAINST GOD YET AGAIN AND ACCUSE HIM OF FAITHLESSNESS AND TREACHERY.  NUMBERS 14

i) **NUMBERS 14:1-4  “THEN ALL THE CONGREGATION RAISED A LOUD CRY, AND THE PEOPLE WEPT THAT NIGHT. 2 AND ALL THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL GRUMBLED AGAINST MOSES AND AARON. THE WHOLE CONGREGATION SAID TO THEM, “WOULD THAT WE HAD DIED IN THE LAND OF EGYPT! OR WOULD THAT WE HAD DIED IN THIS WILDERNESS! 3 WHY IS THE LORD BRINGING US INTO THIS LAND, TO FALL BY THE SWORD? OUR WIVES AND OUR LITTLE ONES WILL BECOME A PREY. WOULD IT NOT BE BETTER FOR US TO GO BACK TO EGYPT?” 4 AND THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER, “LET US CHOOSE A LEADER AND GO BACK TO EGYPT.”

ii) 10 OF THE 12 KILLED BY PLAGUE:  **NUMBERS 14: 36-38   “AND THE MEN WHOM MOSES SENT TO SPY OUT THE LAND, WHO RETURNED AND MADE ALL THE CONGREGATION GRUMBLE AGAINST HIM BY BRINGING UP A BAD REPORT ABOUT THE LAND— 37 THE MEN WHO BROUGHT UP A BAD REPORT OF THE LAND—DIED BY PLAGUE BEFORE THE LORD. 38 OF THOSE MEN WHO WENT TO SPY OUT THE LAND, ONLY JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN AND CALEB THE SON OF JEPHUNNEH REMAINED ALIVE.”

iii) 40 YEARS OF WANDERING! 

(1) 3-4 WEEK JOURNEY TAKES 40 YEARS

i) GOD BANNED EVERY MALE 20 YEARS OLD AND OLDER  WHO WERE LISTED IN THE CENSUS FROM ENTERING THE PROMISE LAND:

i) NUMBERS 14:28-30    “SAY TO THEM, ‘AS I LIVE, DECLARES THE LORD, WHAT YOU HAVE SAID IN MY HEARING I WILL DO TO YOU: YOUR DEAD BODIES SHALL FALL IN THIS WILDERNESS, AND OF ALL YOUR NUMBER, LISTED IN THE CENSUS FROM TWENTY YEARS OLD AND UPWARD, WHO HAVE GRUMBLED AGAINST ME, NOT ONE SHALL COME INTO THE LAND WHERE I SWORE THAT I WOULD MAKE YOU DWELL, EXCEPT CALEB THE SON OF JEPHUNNEH AND JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN.”

ii) ONLY THOSE MEN ABLE TO GO TO BATTLE WERE LISTED IN THE CENSUS.  THEREFORE, GOD’S BANISHMENT DID NOT INCLUDE:

(1) WOMEN

(2) ELDERLY MEN WHO WERE TOO OLD TO GO INTO BATTLE

(3) THOSE MALES 20 OR OLDER WHO COLD NOT GO INTO BATTLE B/C OF SOME DISABILITY (E.G., BLINDNESS, AMPUTEES, LEPERS, ETC.)

(4) NUMBERS 1:47–50 POINTS OUT THAT THE WHOLE TRIBE OF LEVI WAS ALSO ALLOWED TO ENTER AS THEIR JOB REVOLVED SOLELY AROUND THE TABERNACLE AND THEY WERE NOT COUNTED IN THE CENSUS.

(5)  GOD PUNISHED THE WHOLE NATION, BUT EVERYONE PAID A DIFFERENT PRICE.

(a) LOSS OF SPIRITUAL HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD

(b) WOMEN HAD TO CONTEMPLATE HOW THEIR COMPLAINING MAY HAVE CAUSED THEIR HUSBANDS AND SONS TO COMPLAIN

(c) CHILDREN RAISED W/O FATHERS

(d) EVERYONE LOST AT LEAST 1 LOVED ONE

(e) IT WAS A DEVASTATING AND HUMBLING PUNISHMENT

(f) THE PUNISHMENT VARIED, BUT ALL WERE PUNISHED

(g) BUT GOD’S GRACE IS SHOWN THAT MANY, MANY OF THE GRUMBLERS WERE ALLOWED TO ENTER THE PROMISE LAND

j) IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT THE LEVITES WHO MINISTERED IN THE TENT OF MEETING WERE ALLOWED TO ENTER THE PROMISE LAND.  IT IS NOTEWORTHY B/C JESUS WHO IS THE TRUE HIGH PRIEST DIED ON THE CROSS SO YOU AND I COULD ENTER INTO THE PROMISE LAND.  

i) THE LEVITES WERE SPARED BUT JESUS WAS NOT.

ii) CERTAINLY THE LEVITES INCLUDED GRUMBLERS AND COMPLAINERS WHO WERE SPARED , BUT THE SINLESS AND PERFECT JESUS WHO ALWAYS DID THE FATHER’S WILL WAS OT SPARED SO THAT SINNERS LIKE YOU AND ME CAN ENTER INTO THE PROMISE LAND.







6) THE GOSPEL IN EXODUS:  5 GREAT EXAMPLES

a) 1ST: THE PASSOVER:  **EXODUS 12: 1-51

i) TAKE AN UNBLEMISED 1 YEAR OLD MALE GOAT OR LAMB

ii) KEEP THE LAMB IN THE DWELLING WITH THEM FOR 4 DAYS

iii) AT TWILIGHT OF THE 14TH DAY OF THE 1ST MONTH THEY MUST KILL THE LAMB AND PUTS ITS BLOOD ON THE DOORPOSTS AND LINTEL

iv) THEY SHALL ROAST THE LAMB AND EAT IT W/ BITTER HERBS AND UNLEAVENED BREAD

v) EAT IT ALL; WHAT THEY COULD NOT EAT HAD TO BE BURNED UP IN THE FIRE

vi) THE HEBREWS WERE TO EAT FULLY CLOTHED AND PACKED, READY TO LEAVE IMMEDIATELY 

vii) EXODUS 12: 11-13   “IT IS THE LORD’S PASSOVER.  FOR I WILL PASS THROUGH THE LAND OF EGYPT THAT NIGHT, AND I WILL STRIKE ALL THE FIRSTBORN IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, BOTH MAN AND BEAST; AND ON ALL THE GODS OF EGYPT I WILL EXECUTE JUDGMENTS: I AM THE LORD. 13 THE BLOOD SHALL BE A SIGN FOR YOU, ON THE HOUSES WHERE YOU ARE. AND WHEN I SEE THE BLOOD, I WILL PASS OVER YOU, AND NO PLAGUE WILL BEFALL YOU TO DESTROY YOU, WHEN I STRIKE THE LAND OF EGYPT.”

(1) THIS WAS THE 10TH AND FINAL PLAGUE ON EGYPT.

b) PRINCIPLE:    WE DENIED THE POWER AND REALITY OF THE GOSPEL WHEN WE REJECT THE SALVATION OF JESUS CHRIST. WE AFFIRM THE REALITY AND POWER OF THE GOSPEL AND WE RECEIVE HIS SALVATION.

c) ILLUSTRATION:  HAVE YOU RECEIVED THE SALVATION OF JESUS CHRIST?



d) 2ND: CROSSING THE RED SEA

i) POINTS TO THIS LIFE, OUR LIFE ON THIS SIDE OF HEAVEN

(1) OUR BACKS ARE OFTEN AGAINST THE WALL

(2) OUR ENEMIES OUTNUMBER US, ARE BETTER ARMED, AND BENT ON OUR DESTRUCTION

(3) PSALM 23    BUT AS WE WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, WE WILL FEAR NO EVIL, FOR THY ROD AND THY STAFF THEY COMFORT ME.  THOU PREPAREST A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MY ENEMIES.   MY CUP RUNNETH OVER.  SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY SHALL FOLLOW ME ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE AND I WILL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD FOREVER.

(4) JESUS MAKES THE WAY FOR US AND DESTROYS OUR ENEMIES: SIN AND DEATH

(5) 1 COR. 15: 54-57  “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY.” “O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” 56 THE STING OF DEATH IS SIN, AND THE POWER OF SIN IS THE LAW. 57 BUT THANKS BE TO GOD, WHO GIVES US THE VICTORY THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.”

ii) JESUS HIMSELF DID NOT ESCAPE THE RED SEA, E.G., THE CROSS BUT ALLOWED HIMSELF TO BE SWALLOWED UP SO THAT YOU AND I COULD LIFE.

e) PRINCIPLE:  WE DENIED THE POWER AND REALITY OF THE GOSPEL WHEN WE BELIEVE WE ARE POWERLESS AGAINST SIN AND DEATH. WE AFFIRM THE POWER AND REALITY OF THE GOSPEL WHEN WE  LIVE IN THE LIGHT OF THE TRUTH THAT JESUS HAS DELIVERED US FROM THE POWER AND PENALTY OF SIN.

f) APPLICATION:   HOW ARE YOU LIVING AND THE REALITY OF THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL? DO YOU FEAR DEATH? DO YOU LIVE WITH A VIEW TOWARD ETERNITY, KNOWING THAT JESUS CHRIST WILL DELIVER YOU THROUGH YOUR OWN RED SEA INTO THE PROMISED LAND?




g) 3RD: THE PRESENCE OF GOD: PILLAR OF FIRE BY NIGHT AND SHELTERING CLOUD BY DAY.

i) THE CONSTANT PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST WITH US BY MEANS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

ii) **EXODUS 13: 21-22   “AND THE LORD WENT BEFORE THEM BY DAY IN A PILLAR OF CLOUD TO LEAD THEM ALONG THE WAY, AND BY NIGHT IN A PILLAR OF FIRE TO GIVE THEM LIGHT, THAT THEY MIGHT TRAVEL BY DAY AND BY NIGHT. 22 THE PILLAR OF CLOUD BY DAY AND THE PILLAR OF FIRE BY NIGHT DID NOT DEPART FROM BEFORE THE PEOPLE.”

iii) JESUS, BEING GOD, IS BOTH OUR LIGHT AND SHELTER.

iv) GOD’S LIGHT AND HIS SHELTER GUIDE US.

v) DEUTERONOMY 32:11   “LIKE AN EAGLE THAT STIRS UP ITS NEST, THAT FLUTTERS OVER ITS YOUNG, SPREADING OUT ITS WINGS, CATCHING THEM, BEARING THEM ON ITS PINIONS….”

vi) GOD’S FIERCE LOVE FOR AND DEVOTION TO HIS PEOPLE.

(1) GOD’S LOVE IS BOTH THE EXERCISE OF HIS SOVEREIGN WILL AND A DEEP, DRIVING PASSION.

(2) GOD’S LOVE IS NOT ALOOF, PASSIVE OR IMPERSONAL.  IT IS DEEPLY PERSONAL AND DEEPLY PASSIONATE.

vii) THE CONTINUING PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

viii) HE LED THE PEOPLE FROM SLAVERY TO EGYPT TO FREEDOM IN THE PROMISE LAND

ix) JESUS LEADS US FROM ENSLAVEMENT TO THE POWER AND PENALTY OF SIN INTO ETERNAL RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.

x) PRINCIPLE:   JESUS IS WITH AND WITH IN EVERY BELIEVER THROUGH THE HOLY SPIRIT.

xi) APPLICATIONS:  HOW DO YOU LIVE, OR FAILED TO LIVE, AS A CHILD OF GOD?

(1) ARE YOU UNABLE TO ENTER INTO THE PROMISE LAND B/C YOU HAVE NEVER ACTUALLY RECEIVED THE SALVATION OF JESUS CHRIST?

(2) WHAT KEEPS YOU FROM ENTERING IN TO THE LORD’S REST?

(a) REFUSAL TO REPENT?

(b) UNCONFESSED SIN?

(c) FAILURE TO BELIEVE IN GOD’S REDEEMING GRACE?

(3) FAILURE TO FORGIVE YOURSELF AFTER GOD ALMIGHTY HAS FORGIVEN YOU?





h) 4TH: THE SERPENT ON THE POLE

i) **NUMBERS 21: 5-9   “AND THE PEOPLE SPOKE AGAINST GOD AND AGAINST MOSES, “WHY HAVE YOU BROUGHT US UP OUT OF EGYPT TO DIE IN THE WILDERNESS? FOR THERE IS NO FOOD AND NO WATER, AND WE LOATHE THIS WORTHLESS FOOD.” 6 THEN THE LORD SENT FIERY SERPENTS AMONG THE PEOPLE, AND THEY BIT THE PEOPLE, SO THAT MANY PEOPLE OF ISRAEL DIED. 7 AND THE PEOPLE CAME TO MOSES AND SAID, “WE HAVE SINNED, FOR WE HAVE SPOKEN AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST YOU. PRAY TO THE LORD, THAT HE TAKE AWAY THE SERPENTS FROM US.” SO MOSES PRAYED FOR THE PEOPLE. 8 AND THE LORD SAID TO MOSES, “MAKE A FIERY SERPENT AND SET IT ON A POLE, AND EVERYONE WHO IS BITTEN, WHEN HE SEES IT, SHALL LIVE.” 9 SO MOSES MADE A BRONZE SERPENT AND SET IT ON A POLE. AND IF A SERPENT BIT ANYONE, HE WOULD LOOK AT THE BRONZE SERPENT AND LIVE.”

(1) ALL OF US ARE, OF COURSE, BITTEN BY SIN.

(2) EXPLAIN DIFFERENCE B/ SINS AND TRANSGRESSIONS

(a) DOCTRINE OF TOTAL DEPRAVITY:  TIM KELLER:  IF SIN WAS BLUE, WE WOULD BE BLUE ALL OVER.

ii) JOHN 3: 14-18  “AS MOSES LIFTED UP THE SERPENT IN THE WILDERNESS, EVEN SO MUST THE SON OF MAN BE LIFTED UP: 15 THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. 16 FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE. 17 FOR GOD SENT NOT HIS SON INTO THE WORLD TO CONDEMN THE WORLD; BUT THAT THE WORLD THROUGH HIM MIGHT BE SAVED. 18 HE THAT BELIEVETH ON HIM IS NOT CONDEMNED: BUT HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT IS CONDEMNED ALREADY, BECAUSE HE HATH NOT BELIEVED IN THE NAME OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD.”


i) PRINCIPLE:    WE DENY THE REALITY AND POWER OF THE GOSPEL WHEN WE GRUMBLE AGAINST GOD.  WE AFFIRM THE REALITY AND POWER OF THE GOSPEL WHEN WE BELIEVE GOD IN THE FACE OF TROUBLES.

j) APPLICATION:   HOW ARE YOU GRUMBLING AGAINST GOD?


k) 5TH: WATER FROM THE ROCK: **EXODUS 17:1-7

i) “ALL THE CONGREGATION OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL MOVED ON FROM THE WILDERNESS OF SIN BY STAGES, ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD, AND CAMPED AT REPHIDIM, BUT THERE WAS NO WATER FOR THE PEOPLE TO DRINK. 2 THEREFORE THE PEOPLE QUARRELED WITH MOSES AND SAID, “GIVE US WATER TO DRINK.” AND MOSES SAID TO THEM, “WHY DO YOU QUARREL WITH ME? WHY DO YOU TEST THE LORD?” 3 BUT THE PEOPLE THIRSTED THERE FOR WATER, AND THE PEOPLE GRUMBLED AGAINST MOSES AND SAID, “WHY DID YOU BRING US UP OUT OF EGYPT, TO KILL US AND OUR CHILDREN AND OUR LIVESTOCK WITH THIRST?” 4 SO MOSES CRIED TO THE LORD, “WHAT SHALL I DO WITH THIS PEOPLE? THEY ARE ALMOST READY TO STONE ME.” 5 AND THE LORD SAID TO MOSES, “PASS ON BEFORE THE PEOPLE, TAKING WITH YOU SOME OF THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL, AND TAKE IN YOUR HAND THE STAFF WITH WHICH YOU STRUCK THE NILE, AND GO. 6 BEHOLD, I WILL STAND BEFORE YOU THERE ON THE ROCK AT HOREB, AND YOU SHALL STRIKE THE ROCK, AND WATER SHALL COME OUT OF IT, AND THE PEOPLE WILL DRINK.” AND MOSES DID SO, IN THE SIGHT OF THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL. 7 AND HE CALLED THE NAME OF THE PLACE MASSAH AND MERIBAH, BECAUSE OF THE QUARRELING OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL, AND BECAUSE THEY TESTED THE LORD BY SAYING, “IS THE LORD AMONG US OR NOT?”

(1) 1 COR. 10: 3-4  “AND DID ALL EAT THE SAME SPIRITUAL MEAT; 4 AND DID ALL DRINK THE SAME SPIRITUAL DRINK: FOR THEY DRANK OF THAT SPIRITUAL ROCK THAT FOLLOWED THEM: AND THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST.”

l) PREFIGURED CHRIST BEING CONDEMNED BY THE SANHEDRIN

i) STRIKING THE ROCK POINTS TO THE CRUCIFIXION

ii) WATER FROM THE ROCK BRINGS TWO NEW TESTAMENT EVENTS TO MIND:

(1) 1ST:   JESUS MEETING THE SAMARITAN WOMAN AT JACOB’S WELL:

(a) JOHN 4: 10-14   “’IF YOU KNEW THE GIFT OF GOD, AND WHO IT IS THAT IS SAYING TO YOU, ‘GIVE ME A DRINK,’ YOU WOULD HAVE ASKED HIM, AND HE WOULD HAVE GIVEN YOU LIVING WATER.” 11 THE WOMAN SAID TO HIM, “SIR, YOU HAVE NOTHING TO DRAW WATER WITH, AND THE WELL IS DEEP. WHERE DO YOU GET THAT LIVING WATER? 12 ARE YOU GREATER THAN OUR FATHER JACOB? HE GAVE US THE WELL AND DRANK FROM IT HIMSELF, AS DID HIS SONS AND HIS LIVESTOCK.” 13 JESUS SAID TO HER, “EVERYONE WHO DRINKS OF THIS WATER WILL BE THIRSTY AGAIN, 14 BUT WHOEVER DRINKS OF THE WATER THAT I WILL GIVE HIM WILL NEVER BE THIRSTY AGAIN. THE WATER THAT I WILL GIVE HIM WILL BECOME IN HIM A SPRING OF WATER WELLING UP TO ETERNAL LIFE.’”

(2) 2ND: WATER FROM CHRIST’S SIDE AFTER THE SPEAR THRUST BY THE ROMAN SOLDIER

(a) JOHN 19:33-35   “BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO JESUS AND SAW THAT HE WAS ALREADY DEAD, THEY DID NOT BREAK HIS LEGS. 34 BUT ONE OF THE SOLDIERS PIERCED HIS SIDE WITH A SPEAR, AND AT ONCE THERE CAME OUT BLOOD AND WATER. 35 HE WHO SAW IT HAS BORNE WITNESS—HIS TESTIMONY IS TRUE, AND HE KNOWS THAT HE IS TELLING THE TRUTH—THAT YOU ALSO MAY BELIEVE.”

m) PRINCIPLE:  JESUS WAS FALSELY JUDGED AND CRUELLY CRUCIFIED SO THAT OUR JUDGMENT WOULD PASS TO HIM, ALLOWING US TO ENJOY ETERNAL LIFE.

i) DOUBLE IMPUTATION

ii) PUT ANOTHER WAY, JESUS GOT WHAT YOU AND I DESERVE. AND WE GET WHAT JESUS DESERVES. THAT IS WHY WE ARE JOINT HEIRS WITH HIM FOR ALL ETERNITY.

n) APPLICATION:   HOW ARE YOU REJOICING IN THE SALVATION YOU ENJOY THROUGH JESUS CHRIST? ARE YOU LIVING YOUR LIFE AS A MAN WOULD WHO KNOWS HE FULLY ENJOYS THE FAVOR OF GOD THROUGH JESUS WHAT DO YOU LIVE IN FEAR, DOUBT AND ANXIETY?





7) THE FOLLOWING TRUTHS COME OUT OF THE EXODUS

a) GOD IS SOVEREIGN AND FULLY IN CONTROL OF THE AFFAIRS OF MEN AND NATIONS

b) GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES

c) GOD WILL RESCUE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS

d) DESPITE THE VERY PRESENCE OF GOD AND THE MANY DISPLAYS OF HIS LOVE, POWER, FAITHFULNESS AND GLORY, THE HEBREWS, LIKE MANKIND IN GENERAL, REJECTED GOD AND IMPUGNED HIS CHARACTER AND MOTIVES.

e) THE JEWS ARE REPRESENTATIVE OF ALL MANKIND.  THEY, AS WE, REPEATEDLY SINNED AGAINST GOD BY DOING THE FOLLOWING:

i) THEY ASCRIBE TO GOD TERRIBLE MOTIVES AND FAITHLESSNESS.

(1) FOR EXAMPLE:

(a)  THEY REPEATEDLY ACCUSE GOD OF BRINGING THEM OUT TO THE DESERT IN ORDER TO KILL THEM

(b) THEY ACCUSE GOD OF NOT BEING ABLE TO PROVIDE WATER AND FOOD FOR THEM IN THE DESERT.

f) GOD LED THE PEOPLE OUT INTO THE DESSERT RATHER THAN NORTHWARD UP THE COAST.  GOD OFTEN GUIDES US BY THE ROUTE THAT WILL MOST GROW OUR FAITH, NOT BY THE EASIEST OR MOST CONVENIENT ROUTE.

g) WHENEVER THEY ARE FACED WITH DIFFICULTIES, THEY IMMEDIATELY GRUMBLE AGAINST GOD AND ALMOST NEVER RESPOND IN FAITH AND TRUST.

h) UNBELIEF PREVENTS US FROM ENTERING INTO GOD’S REST:

i) HEBREWS 3:16-19   “FOR WHO WERE THOSE WHO HEARD AND YET REBELLED? WAS IT NOT ALL THOSE WHO LEFT EGYPT LED BY MOSES? 17 AND WITH WHOM WAS HE PROVOKED FOR FORTY YEARS? WAS IT NOT WITH THOSE WHO SINNED, WHOSE BODIES FELL IN THE WILDERNESS? 18 AND TO WHOM DID HE SWEAR THAT THEY WOULD NOT ENTER HIS REST, BUT TO THOSE WHO WERE DISOBEDIENT? 19 SO WE SEE THAT THEY WERE UNABLE TO ENTER BECAUSE OF UNBELIEF.”

ii) RELATIONSHIP B/ DISOBEDIENCE AND UNBELIEF

(1) WE DISOBEY B/C WE DO NOT BELIEVE.

(2) WE DO NOT BELIEVE, THEREFORE WE DISOBEY.

i) ONE OF THE LESSONS FOR US COMES FROM THE MEN N THE CENSUS WHO WERE NOT ALLOWED TO ENTER INTO THE PROMISE LAND:  THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FATHER WITHIN THE FAMILY TO BE A GODLY EXAMPLE OF FAITHFULNESS AND OBEDIENCE.

i) WHAT KIND OF EXAMPLE WOULD OUR WIVES AND CHILDREN SAY WE ARE?



8) APPLICATIONS:

a) HOW IS GOD STRETCHING, GROWING YOUR FAITH TODAY?

b) ARE OUR LIVES CHARACTERIZED BY FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST OR DO WE, LIKE THE HEBREWS, CONTINUALLY ACCUSE GOD OF ABANDONING US, NOT KEEPING HIS PROMISES TO US, NOT PROTECTING AND GUIDING US?

c) ARE WE JOSHUA AND CALEB OR ARE WE LIKE THE CROWD?

d) ARE OUR HEARTS FULL OF GRUMBLING OR GRATITUDE?

i) DO WE HAVE THE SPIRIT OF COMPLAINT OR THANKSGIVING?

ii) HOW WOULD THOSE WHO KNOW US BEST ANSWER THIS QUESTION ABOUT US?

e) HOW DO WE GRUMBLE FOR THE LEEKS AND ONIONS OF EGYPT?
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